VEHICLE FORFEITURE ORDINANCE

Long Beach Municipa Code Section
9.40 entitled “Seizure Impoundment
and Forfeiture of Vehicles’ provides:

“...Any vehicle used to solicit an act
of prostitution or in an attempt to solicit
an act of prostitution, or used to engage
in an act of prostitution, or to loiter for

the purpose of soliciting an act of
prostitution is declared a public
nuisance....”

“...Any vehicle used to acquire or in an
attempt to acquire a controlled
substance is [aso] declared a public
nuisance....”

“...[T]he seizure, impoundment and
forfeiture of these vehicles will deter
the commission of such crimes and
serve to abate the nuisance(s) caused by
these illegal activities...”

The information provided in this booklet
isfor informational purposesonly. Itis
not a substitute for legal advice. Persons
who have had their vehicles seized and/or
have been arrested should contact an
attorney for individual advice.

NOTE: ANY CRIMINAL
CHARGE(S) OR CASE(S) ISARE
COMPLETELY SEPARATE FROM

FORFEITURE PROCEEDINGS.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
L ong Beach Police Dept. (562) 570-5521

Long Beach Towing: (562) 570-2828

City Prosecutor’ s Office: (562) 570-5600

Vehicle Owner’s Redemption Checklist:

v Contact the Long Beach Police Department
to schedule a Post Storage Hearing as soon

as possible: (562) 570-5521.

v' Watch your mail for the “Notice of Seized,
Stored and Impound Subject to Forfeiture”
that was sent to al legal and registered
owners of the vehicle within two (2)
business days following its seizure.

v" During the thirty (30) day impound period,
the City Prosecutor will decide whether or
not to order forfeiture. If your vehicle is
ordered forfeited, you will be sent a notice
and claim form with instructions on how to
oppose forfeiture. Thereafter, al claims
opposing forfeiture must be filed within ten
(10) calendar days.

v In some instances, the City Prosecutor may
choose to forgo forma forfeiture
proceedings in return for payment of al
outstanding fees, costs, and a promise tha
the vehicle will not be used for nuisance
activity in the future.

v If no forfeiture is ordered, owners may
arrange to have the vehicle released after
the period of impound. Be prepared to pay
towing, impound, storage, and other costs
at the time the vehicle isto be released.

(Nuisance Abatement by Seizure)

Driving to Long Beach...
To Buy Sex?
To Buy Drugs?
“WALK HOME FROM JAIL!”

Working Together To Improve
Quiality of Life in Our Neighborhoods:

LONG BEACH CITY PROSECUTOR’S OFFICE
Thomas M. Reeves, City Prosecutor
&

LONG BEACH POLICE DEPARTMENT
Anthony Batts, Chief of Police




| n an effort to deter nuisance activity anc
improve qudity of life in our
neighborhoods, Municipal Code section
9.40.00 authorizes the City Prosecutor ta
seek the forfeiture of any vehicle used to
solicit prostitution and/or acquire illegal
narcotics in the City of Long Beach.

In addition to arresting violators, the
police are authorized to impound vehicles
used to commit such crimes for at least
thirty (30) days at the owner’s expense.

During the impound period, a decision
will be made whether to seek forfeiture of
the vehicle or release it to the registered
or legal owner after the impound period.

Anyone with a legal interest in the
vehicle may request its return by calling
the Long Beach Police Department at
(562) 570-5521. In the event the City
Prosecutor orders the vehicle forfeited,
the legal or registered owners must then
individually submit a claim opposing
forfeiture within ten (10) calendar days.

If a clam is received by the City
Prosecutor, the parties will have the
opportunity to appear in Court on &
Petition to decide the forfeiture issiie.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Relationship Between Criminal And Civil
“Forfeiture” Proceedings:

There is no connection between the civil
proceedings to forfeit a nuisance vehicle
and possible criminal charges against
drivers for the alleged prostitution or
narcotics offenses related to the vehicle
being impounded. EACH PROCEEDING
ISCOMPLETELY SEPARATE.

Regardless of the status of the criminal
case, the vehicle may be forfeited if the
registered or legal owner(s) do not timely
fileaclam or reach a settlement with the
City regarding the vehicle's return.

Contact & Claim Information:

After two (2) business days from when the
vehicle was seized by the police, you may
schedule a “Post Storage Hearing” with the
Long Beach Police Department by calling:
(562) 570-5521.

During the thirty (30) day impound period,
the City Prosecutor will decide whether or
not to order your vehicle forfeited or
released to the registered or legal owner.

If the City Prosecutor orders the vehicle
forfeited, a notice will be sent to all owners
who will then have ten (10) calendar days
to file a claim opposing forfeiture. Failure
to timely file a claim may result in a waiver
of the owner’s rights to oppose forfeiture.

FREQUENTL Y ASKED QUESTIONS

Q: Why was my vehicle seized?

A: The seizure of nuisance vehiclesis
civil abatement action because the
vehicle was allegedly used to solicit
prostitution or acquireillegal narcotics.

Q: If the criminal charges are dismissed,
can | get my vehicle back?

A: Depends. The crimina case is
completely separate from the vehicle
forfeiture proceedings. During the
impound period, a decision will be
independently made whether or not the
vehicle should also be forfeited.

Q: What about the towing, impound, and
storage fees where someone other than
the owner was driving the vehicle?

A: The registered or legal owner is
responsible for the recovery of all seized
vehicles, including any and all towing,
impound, and storage fees.



DECRETO-LEY DE
DECOMISO DE VEHICULO

La seccion 9.40 del Cadigo Municipal de
Long Beach titulado “Embargo de Tomay
Decomiso de Vehiculos’ declara:

“...Cuaquier vehiculo usado para solicitar
un acto de prostitucion o en un intento de
solicitar un acto de prostitucion, o es usado
para ocuparse en un acto de prostitucion, o
paramerodear con el propdsito de solicitar
un acto de prostitucion es declarado una
molestiapublica....”

“...Cualquier vehiculo usado para adquirir
0 en un intento de adquirir una sustancia
narcoticaes [también] declarado una
molestiapublica....”

“...[L]atoma, embargo y decomiso de
estos vehiculos impedira la comision de
tales crimenesy servira paradisminuir la
mol estia(s) causada por tales
actividades...”

Lainformacién provista en este folleto
tiene propositos informativos solamente.
Esto no es un sustituto para consegjo legal.
Personas, cuales han tenido sus vehiculos

confiscados y/o han sido arrestados,
deberan consultar un abogado para
consgjo individual.

NOTA: CUALQUIER
CRIMEN(ES) O CASO(S) ES/SON
COMPLETAMENTE DISTINTO(S)
A PROCEDIMIENTOS DE
DECOMISO.

PARA MAS INFORMACION:
(562) 570-5521

Depto. de Policia
Gruia de Long Beach: (562) 570-2828

Oficinadel Fiscal: (562) 570-5600

Lista de Redencion Para Duefios de Vehiculos:

v" Comuniquese con € Depto. de Policia de Long
Beach para citar una Audiencia Pos
Almacenamiento 1o mas pronto posible: (562)
570-5521.

v" Revised correo para la notificacion “Aviso de
Decomiso, Almaceno y Embargo Sujeto &
Perdida’ enviado a todo duefio registrado y
legal dd vehiculo entre dos (2) dias de negocia
siguiendo €l decomiso.

v" Durante € periodo de embargo de treinta (30)
dias, el Fiscal de la Ciudad decidira si ordenar
€l decomiso o no. Si su vehiculo es ordenado ¢
ser confiscado, se le enviara un aviso y forma
para reclamar con instrucciones sobre como
oponerse a decomiso. Después de eso, todo
reclamo oponiéndose a decomiso debera ser
sometido en diez (10) dias civiles.

v' En algunos instantes, € Fiscal podra degir
renunciar procedimientos del decomiso formal
a cambio de pago de toda multa sobresaliente,
gasto, y promesa que € vehiculo no serd usado
para actividades de molestia en € futuro.

v' S ningin decomiso es ordenado, los duefios
podran hacer arreglos para que e vehiculo sea
entregado después del periodo de embargo.
Esté preparado para pagar gastos de graa,
embargo, amacenamiento, y otros gastos al
momento que el vehiculo sea entregado.

(Disminucién de Molestia por Embargo)

Conduciendo a Long Beach...
¢Para Comprar Sexo?
¢Para Comprar Drogas?

“CAMINA A CASA
DE LA CARCEL”

Trabajando Juntos Para Mejorar la
Calidad de Vida en Nuestras Vecindades:

OFICINA DEL FISCAL DE LONG BEACH
Thomas M. Reeves, Fiscal de la Ciudad
&

DEPTO. DE POLICIA DE LONG BEACH
Anthony Batts, Jefe de Policia




En un esfuerzo para impedir actividades de
molestia y mejorar la cdidad de vida en
nuestras vecindades, la seccién 9.40.00 del
Codigo Municipal autoriza al Fiscal de le
Ciudad que busque el decomiso de cuaquier
vehiculo usado para solicitar prostitucion y/c
adquirir narcéticos ilegales en la Ciudad de
Long Beach.

Ademas de arrestar a transgresores, la policie
esta autorizada a embargar vehiculos usados
para cometer tales crimenes durante por lo
menos treinta (30) dias al costo del duefio.

Durante € periodo de embargo, una decision
sera tomada s decomisar e vehiculo ¢
regresirselo a duefio registrado o lega
después del periodo de embargo.

Cualquier persona con interés legal del
vehiculo podra pedir su reintegro Ilamando al
Depto. de Policia de Long Beach a (562)
570-5521. En € evento que el Fiscal ordene
que € vehiculo sea decomisado, € duefic
registrado o legal entonces debera someter un
reclamo individual oponiéndose al decomiso
entre diez (10) diasciviles.

Si el Fiscal recibe un reclamo, los individuos
tendran la oportunidad de presentarse a Corte
a una Peticién para decidir € asunto del
decomiso.

INFORMACION GENERAL

Relacion Entre Procedimientos de
“Decomiso” Criminalesy Civiles:

No hay una conexién entre los procedimientos
civiles para decomisar un vehiculo de molestia
y posible cargo criminal contra conductores de
supuestas ofensas de prostitucion o narcéticos
relacionada con el hecho que € vehiculo sea
embargado. CADA PROCEDIMIENTO ES
COMPLETAMENTE DISTINTO.

A pesar dd estado dd caso crimind, €
vehiculo podré ser decomisado si € duefio(s)
registrado o legal no presenta el reclamo &
tiempo o llega a un arreglo con la Ciudad
concerniente a retorno del vehiculo.

Informacién de Contacto y Reclamo:

Después de dos (2) dias de negocio de cuandc
el vehiculo fue confiscado por la policia, puede
citar una “Audiencia Pos Almacenamiento”
con e Depto. de Policia de Long Beach
[lamando al: (562) 570-5521.

Durante el periodo de embargo de treinta (30)
dias, el Fiscal decidiras ordenar € decomisoy
regresar €l vehiculo al duefio registrado o legal .

Si el Fisca ordena el decomiso, un aviso seré
enviado a todo duefio nombrado el cua tendré
diez (10) dias civiles para someter un reclamo
oponiéndose a decomiso. El no presentar e
reclamo en el tiempo provisto podra resultar en
una renuncia de derechos por e duefio &
oponerse a decomiso.

PREGUNTAS FRECUENTES

P: ¢Porque fue decomisado mi auto?

R: El decomiso de vehiculos de molestia
es un acto de disminucion civil porque €
auto fue supuestamente usado para solicitar
prostitucion o adquirir narcoticos.

P: ¢S cargos criminales son retirados,
podré recobrar mi auto?

R: Depende. El caso crimind es
completamente distinto a procedimiento
de decomiso. Durante & periodo de
embargo, una decision independiente se
tomaras decomisar € vehiculo o no.

P: ¢Quedelosgastosde grua,
embargo, y almacenamiento donde otra
persona, no € duefio, conducia & auto?

R: El duefio registrado o legad es
responsable de recobrar todo vehiculo
decomisado, incluyendo todo gasto de
grua, embargo, y almacenamiento.



